AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH 
Jerusalem and Baghdad 

, ARCHAEOLOGICAL NEVISLETTER 

KK — = 4 


Confidential* * * * 7 ee SS * * Not for Publication 


Newsletter #8 1958-1959 Jerusalem - May 6, 1959 


The winter, though it started late, was cold and wet, with rain al- 
most every day - a thing I had not imagined possible in Palestine. 
During February the ‘Aqaba road became impassable and all supplies of 
fueloil and petrol were cut off. Once our fuel tanks were exhausted, 
the central heating plant ceased to function and we sat huddled 

around our respective kerosene stoves, just as members of the School 
used to do in the "good old days." If Omar had not had the foresight 
to lay in a supply of kerosene last summer, our lot might have been 

an uncomfortable one indeed. Je managed to carry on with our usual 
routine, but there is no doubt that the tempo of life slows down con- 
siderably in the frigid temperatures which prevail most of the time 

in these stone buildings. Snow fell on several occasions and during 
the brief periods it lasted provided both young and old with ammuni- 
tion with which to pelt passers-by from the roof-tops. Father Brown 
reported seeing a young Greek priest on the roof of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre throwing snowballs at people in the court-yard below. 
In southern Transjordan the fall of snow was much heavier than in the 
Jerusalem area and a number of Bedu are reported to have died of ex- 
posure. ‘/illard Jones, supervisor of relief for the Near East Christ- 
ian Council, stated that they saved many Bedu by dropping food supp 
plies to them from a helicopter. The rains did considerable damage to 
the new Point-4 highway between Jerusalem and Amman, Near the village 


of Natura one side of the mountain slipped down several feet, carrying 
the road with it. 


The arrival of spring, which was very abrupt, brought out the ‘lilies 
of the field' in all their glory and we made several excursions out 
into the country to see and enjoy them. On the first occasion Mr. 
Satad, Curator of the Museum and a noted gardener, took the Marshalls 
and my wife and me on a drive out to Taiyiba and down into the Jordan 
Valley. At Ain Duk we visited the Dajani plantation, being shown — 
around by Aunits brother, Azmi, who is a specialist in agriculture. 
One is impressed by the great variety of produce, esnecially fruits, 
which are grown in the Jordan Valley. 


A few days later we made another trip, this time to the west of Bir 
Zeite We had as mentor lir. Gerald Harding who, like Yusuf Sa'ad, has 
an extensive knowledge of Palestinian flora. The wild irises have been 
particularly plentiful this year and we encountered great masses of 
them. The anemones, poppies and ranunculas are said to be less abund- 
ant than in some years but we found many areas flecked with scarlet. 
We also found lots of white Star of Bethlehem, several varieties of 
orchids, white rock roses, tiny blue Bird's Eye and red Drops of Blood. 
There were many other species but I have forgotten their names. At 
home, in the courtyard of the School, the borders of violets have 
bloomed in unusual profusion this year, 


The Muslim Fast of Ramadan began on larch 10 and for a whole month we 
were treated in the middle of the night to blasts from a nearby gun 
as well as to the beating of some sort of drum as someone went around 
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to waken the faithful and warn them to get up and prepare a meal if 
they wanted to eat before it was time for the daily fast to begin. Be- 
fore Ramadan was over, the Latin Easter was upon us and members of the 
School were kept almost on the run attending all the various services, 
The usual procession from Bethphage on Palm Sunday had to be called 
off at the last moment on account of rain. On Good Friday evening 
Some of us attended the service in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
and managed by going early to get up into the chapel on Calvary. The 
devotional atmosphere was badly marred by the fact that the service 
was being both filmed and broadcast over the radio. In a niche to one 
side of the chapel someone kept up a constant “Hello, hello, hello" as 
he endeavoured to establish telephone communication with Munich, while 
above his head a radio commentator was busy reading a German script 
into another telephone. We wondered whether we were on Calvary or in 
Hollywood. To make up for the depressing effect of this experience, 
the Dominicans held a beautiful service in their Church of St.Stephen 
late Saturday night. Needless to say, no photographers or radio com- 
mentators were present. On Easter morning there was a 5.00 aem. ser- 


vice at the Garden Tomb but only the hardier members of the School 
ventured forth. 


On March 4 Professor Marshall took Fathers Brown and Leahy, Bob Smith 
and /i1l1 and Layla Oxtoby on a field trip to Lebanon. They returned 
on the 14th as the wet, cold weather made it inadvisable to proceed 
farther afield. On Ilonday of this week the same group, minus Bob 
Smith, set out for Damascus to resume their interrupted trip. They 


plan to visit Syria and southern Turkey and will be gone about two 
weeks. In the next Newsletter Professor li.arshall will give an account 
of both of these trips, Fathers Brown and Leahy participated some 
time ago in a field trip which the Dominicans took through southern 
Transjordan. On iiarch 24 Peter Parr of the British School took 
Messrs. Oxtoby, Smith, Erown and Leahy in his Landrover on a trip to 
the Bugqe'a, Later Professor Marshall took a School group to see a 
number of sites south of Nebron, viz., Beni Na'tim, Tell Zif, Yatta, 
es-Semut and Khirbet Kirmil. A more recent trip was to the hot 
springs of Callirrhoe south-west of Madeba. Thus the members of the 
School have been getting around and seeing the country, even though 
the Director has not always been able to accompany them. 


One evening Bob Smith gave us a very interesting talk on the collec- 


tion of lamps and pottery which he has made this year and which he was 
about to vack up for shipment home, 


My plen for an epigraphical expedition into North Arabia failed to 
materialize owing to the refusal of the Saudi Government to grant en- 
trance visas. This was a big disappointment since, through the good 
offices of President Detweiler, Tapline had promised us considerable 
support, especially in the form of transport suitable for desert trav- 
el. ‘Je decided to content ourselves with a less ambitious project 
and return to the H4 area, where we were last November, for more 
Safaitic inscriptions. So on April 13 lr. Harding,Will Oxtoby and I 
left Jerusalem in the School station-wagon and a rented jeep, with 
Na'im Odeh of Beit Jala and Fahad Abd el-Namid of Jerash as drivers 
and Nicola Shawan as camp boy. At Amman we picked up Nasan Awad who 
was to act as the representative of the Department of Antiquities, We 
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stayed overnight at H4 and in the morning struck north into the des- 
ert, accompanied by a member of the Desert Patrol. 


le established our camp some distance north of the site of our Novem- 
ber camp, near a cairn which Mr. Harding wished to excavate. While 

he and Hasan were busy excavating, ‘Jill Oxtoby and I scoured the sur- 
rounding country for inscriptions and succeeded in adding considera- 
bly to our store. In addition, we were able to check the reading of 
many inscriptions copied on the previous expedition but which had 
presented difficulties when it came to decipherment. One day, when 
Masan was with us, we cane across a big hyena. Fortunately it did not 
show fight but went running off among the hills, 


On Saturday, the 18th, just after we had finished an early lunch, we 
were delighted to be paid a surprise visit by Pére de Vaux and Yusuf 
Satad. They had brought along a goodly supply of refreshment and our 
evening meal under the stars will long be remembered, On the way into 
our camp, Pére de Vaux's car had gtruck a rock and received some dam- 
age which necessitated its being towed into H4 early Sunday morning. 
There a truck was secured to take it to Amman for repairs. 


On Sunday, the 19th, we broke camp and moved south into the Wadi Ma- 
qatt where we had broken off our work in November, ‘while we were en- 
gaged in setting up camp in our new location Hasan came across a 
herned viper which he despatched with a blow from a tent pole. After 
that we kept a weather-eye open for these deadly reptiles but saw no 
more. Not far from our tents was a long depression where about six 
inches of water still remained from the winter rains. This water, 
strange to say, was just alive with what we thought at first were fish. 
But when we scooped some of them up, Mr. Harding recognized them as a 
creature which hibernates in the desert mud, often for long periods, 
and comes to life when sufficient rain falls, They are evidently one 
of the curiosities of desert life. In places the bed of the wadi 
contained quite a growth of wormwood and shiah bushes, These, when 
trampled upon, give off quite a fragrance, 


Mr. Harding returned to Jerusalem on the 20th to write up the report 
of his work on the cairn, but Will and I stayed on until the 25th. We 
were kept extremely busy trying to record the great wealth of in- 
scriptions, a task which was made trying by a hot wind from the inner 
desert which completely dehydrated us. On the 23rd we decided to 
have a change, so took the jeep and drove some distance to the south= 
west on an exploratory trip. Our chief discovery was more Safaitic 
cairns and more inscriptions. The following day we endeavoured to 
complete the recording in the area of our camp, and on the 25th we 
headed for home - and a bath. Our ‘bag’ on this trip was approxi- 
mately 2200 inscriptions. The great majority were Safaitic but we 
found one Greek, one Hebrew, two Palmyrene, and several Kufic and la- 
ter Arabic. Thus the two expeditions of the American School this 
year have netted about 4,000 new inscriptions. Large as the number 
is, I believe that we have but ‘scratched the surface,' There is rea- 
son to believe that this whole basaltic area of north-eastern Trans- 
jordan is a storehouse of inscriptions, strange as that may seem. I 
hope that in the future the Jerusalem School will continue the ex- 
ploration of this area. For this work a jeep will be required,Surely 
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some friend of the School will see that it is provided with this nec- 
essary means of transport for work in the desert, 


While we were away, the other members of the School visited Professor 
Tree's dig at Dothan and on the way back attended the Samaritan Pass- 
over on Mount Gerizim. They report the presence of a big crowd and 
the usual bloody spectacle, 


This past week we have been in the throes of the Orthodox Easter as 

well as the celebrations marking the king's return home, I have nev- 
er seen Jerusalem in such a festive mood, Five thousand pilgrims are 
said to have come. Most of us attended the Greek and Armenian Foot- 
Vashing ceremonies, the Holy Fire ceremony and the Abyssinian Search- 


ing for thé Body of Christ. The Empress of Abyssinia was present at 
the latter. 


We have had a great many guests and visitors at the School since I 
last wrote. Among them were Professor Paul Minear of Yale and his 

two sons, Richard and Larry; Principal Matthew Black of St. Andrew's, 
Scotland; Dr. and Mrs. C.'/.F. Smith of the Episcopal Seminary, Cam- 
bridge, Masse; Mr. Ira Galloway of the Perkins School of Theology, 
Dallas, Texas, with his wife and two children, Gerry and Cynthia; 

Dr. A. Roussel, head of the Danish excavations in Kuwait; Mr, Jean 
Deshayes of the French Institute of Archaeology, Beirut; Mrs. Elliott, 
Principal of the Beirut College for ‘Jomen; Miss Dorothy Garrod of 
Cambridge University; Mr. Wellington Sloan, London, Eng.; Professor 
Stewart, Department of Classics, Harvard; Professor Gerald Harrop, 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ont.; Mrs. Thelma Moshier, Miami, Fla.; 
Miss Helen Hon, Lake ‘/Jorth, Fla.; Miss Helen Carnine, Coral Gables, 
Fla.; Professor and hirs. Horace Hummel, Concordia Seminary, Ste 

Louis, Mo.;. Werner Hermann of the German Archaeological Institute, 
Berlin; Professor Joseph Mihelic, University of Dubuque, Iowa; and 
Professor and Mrs, Baumgartner, Basle, Switzerland. The School thus 


continues to be a center to which travelling scholars naturally grav- 
itate. 


Fred V. Winnett, Director 


Jerusalem School 





